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"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 

Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 

to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also."  

 

Recorded by John the Apostle  

Reference John 14:1-3  

Spoken by Jesus the Christ  

somewhere in Jerusalem  

during the Last Supper  

around AD 33 

His Promise is real. He is coming!  
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Dear Parents, Teachers, and Students, 

 

Welcome to the study course entitled, "Learning to Ponder -- The New Testament –A 

Perspective Study." 

This course is designed to help you launch into a life-time discovery of exciting history 

centered around the New Testament.  Nearly 200 pages of valuable information have been 

compiled in this guidebook to help you in your research. 

Using a method originated by the renowned author and teacher, the late W. Cleon Skousen, 

we have incorporated the unique method of studying history called "hook dates."  Benjamin 

Franklin encouraged this same approach when he wrote: 

Let [students] begin to read history, after having got by heart a 

short table of the principal epochas in chronology...[and award] 

little prizes or other small encouragements to those who are able 

to give the best account of what they have read, as to times, 

places, names of persons, etc.   This will make them read with 

attention, and imprint the history well in their memories." 

(Albert Henry Smyth, Ed, The Writings of Benjamin Franklin. 

New York, The Macmillan Company,  1905-7, vol. 3:25; quote 

written in 1750) 

Using "hook dates" makes it very easy to organize and compile historical events into the 

mind.  Like a computer, all other knowledge can be "hooked" onto the dates with amazing 

accuracy, ease, and quickness. 

The INTRINSIC VALUE of history is to help the student learn to PONDER.   History is, in 

reality, “God's dealings with mankind, and mankind's dealings with each other."  When 

pondering this concept through scripture study, history becomes an important and sacred 

learning experience.  It will be easy to recognize that many Biblical prophecies are actually 

being fulfilled in our very lifetimes.  Student self-worth will soar when they see how 

important they are in God's plan during this period of the world’s history. 

The following page lists the six steps for using this guidebook in the classroom or as a 

family. 
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How to Use This Guidebook 

 

Step One:  Prepare a History Notebook.  Obtain a 3-ring binder with a slip-in cover.  Create a 

cover picture for your binder.  Make it colorful.  Write your name somewhere on this page.  

You will need about 100 sheets of lined paper for taking notes as you study this volume. 

Step Two:  Memorize the Ten Hook Dates. Turn to the page in this manual where the ten hook 

dates are listed and memorize them.  These can be rehearsed aloud as a class, or memorized 

on your own.  You should know them so well that you can recite them forwards and 

backwards.  Review them every day until you can recite them without a mistake. 

Step Three:  Memorize the Ten Key Personalities. The next page shows the key personalities 

associated with each hook date. Adding a key personality to the hook date activates both 

hemispheres of the brain, as left-brain facts are attached to key people of the past.  With 

this connection, the hook-date will then begin to have meaning.  After you have memorized 

the key personalities, rehearse them aloud along with the hook-dates. 

Step Four:  Memorize the Key Events. The next page adds the key event to each hook date and 

key personality.  When these are thoroughly memorized, you will have a good overview of 

the entire period of New Testament history, as well as pre-New Testament prophecy. 

Step Five:  Study each date thoroughly. Now you are ready to begin attaching a larger amount of 

information to each hook date.  Read the information about the hook date, then choose from 

the Learning Projects suggested at the end of each hook-date section.  You may wish to do 

further research from other resources.  Study each hook date for approximately one week 

and be sure to take good notes.  Remember that those who wish to graduate from the Glenn 

J. Kimber Academies will be writing a thesis using the facts and information recalled from 

your own written notes. 

Step Six:  Review Often.  You will want to constantly be on alert for additional information 

which you can include in your notebook about a particular subject you are studying.  Before 

long, you will notice that your knowledge on one date will begin to overlap the time period 

of another date, and your intelligence and depth of understanding of the New Testament 

and the life of Jesus will be enlarged until you can actually teach it! 

By following these six steps, the New Testament and the life of Jesus will truly come alive 

for you! 
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The Ten New Testament and  

World history Hook Dates 

 

750 B.C. 

63 B.C. 

½ B.C. 

 -- 0 --  

A.D. 12  

A.D. 30  

A.D. 33  

A.D. 65  

A.D. 75  

After A.D. 2000 
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The Ten Hook-Dates  

With Key Personalities 

 

750 B.C.   Isaiah 

 63  B.C.   Pompey 

 ½ B.C.   John The Baptist 

  -- 0 --      Jesus  

A.D. 12   Jesus Age 12 

A.D. 30   Jesus Age 30 

A.D. 33   Jesus Age 33 

A.D. 65   Apostle Paul & Peter 

A.D. 75   John the Revelator 

After A.D. 2000 Jesus the Messiah 
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The Ten Hook-Dates  

with Personalities and Key Events 

 

 

750 B.C.  Isaiah    Prophecies of the Future 

 63 B.C.  Pompey    Rome Conquers Israel 

 ½ B.C.  John The Baptist  Forerunner of Jesus 

    0     Jesus     Birth of the Son of God 

A.D. 12  Jesus Age 12   Discussion in the Temple 

A.D. 30  Jesus Age 30   Beginning the Ministry 

A.D. 33  Jesus Age 33   Trial and Crucifixion  

A.D. 65  Apostles Paul & Peter Gospel to the Gentiles 

A.D. 75  John The Revelator Witnessing at Patmos 

After AD 2000 Jesus the Messiah  Great Day of the Lord 
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HOOK DATE #1 

 

 

750 B.C. 

 

ISAIAH 

 

PROPHECIES OF THE FUTURE 
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Hook Date #1 

 

750 B.C. – ISAIAH 
 

As we begin our study of the New 

Testament one may ask, "Why start in 

Isaiah of the Old Testament, when our 

study concerns the New Testament, the 

future, and ultimately eternity?"  The 

answer is easy to understand when we 

realize that over 6,000 years ago prophecy 

concerning virtually all that is in the New 

Testament was being issued by the 

Prophets of old. Isaiah is a prime 

example. He is quoted by Jesus in the 

New Testament, and is often referred to 

as Esaias , which is the Greek form of the 

word Isaiah –prophet of the Old 

Testament. 

The writings of Isaiah are not concerning 

the present church, Christians, the world, 

or the Gentiles.  He speaks of Judah and 

Jerusalem, which are repeatedly spoken 

of together in the book of Isaiah.  The 

church was not in existence at that time. 

So, we must understand every message as 

primarily related to Judah and 

Jerusalem, or the Jews and their holy 

city. If we try to interpret the book in 

connection with anything else besides 

Judah and Jerusalem the result is 

confusion.  

Most of the Book of Isaiah has references 

to people and acts that would occur 

during the time of the New Testament 

and beyond.  Isaiah’s writings even 

include prophecies of our day and the 

days to come.  For this study, there is a 

particular interest in Isaiah's prophecy 

concerning the birth and life of Jesus 

Christ.  

Here is an example of a major prophecy in 

Isaiah related to Jesus Christ (Isaiah 

7:14) 

" ... the Lord himself shall give you 

a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 

conceive, and bear a son, and shall 

call his name Immanuel" Isa.9:6-7 

"For unto us a child is born, unto us 

a son is given: and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder: and his 

name shall be called Wonderful, 

Counsellor, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of 

Peace. Of the increase of his 

government and peace there shall 

be no end, upon the throne of David, 

and upon his kingdom, to order it, 

and to establish it with judgment 

and with justice from henceforth 

even for ever. The zeal of the Lord 

of hosts will perform this. " 

The Book of Isaiah 

The Book of Isaiah is basically written in 

two parts:  

Part I - LOOKING TOWARD THE 

CAPTIVITIES (Chapters 1-39).  

Part II - LOOKING BEYOND 

CAPTIVITIES (Chapters 40-66).  

This latter portion deals with God's 

comfort to his people in view of eternal 
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restoration under the Messiah. The 

prophecies speak as if Israel were already 

near the end of Babylonian captivity; 

Jerusalem is already in ruins and the 

people about to be restored to their own 

land. The Hebrew word for comfort is 

(nacham), meaning to sigh; breathe 

strongly; to be sorrowful in a favorable 

sense; to pity; to console; to avenge; to 

comfort. Only in chapters 40-66 does the 

prophet predict comfort for Israel.  

As a student of the New Testament, you 

will want to make sure you have spent 

time reading Isaiah -- especially chapters 

40 through 66.  This is the incredible 

story of a remarkable man who lived 

during the last half of the eighth century 

B.C. and who predicted the important 

details of human history for the next 

2,700 years. He left us the longest 

prophetic book in the entire canon of the 

Bible, yet there are indications that he 

knew a great deal more than he ever told.  

Why is Isaiah So Difficult to Read? 

The rich and colorful eloquence of Isaiah 

makes his writings a brilliant literary 

treasure, but when it comes to the 

reader's comprehension of his book, 

authorities agree that the record of Isaiah 

is one of the most difficult books in the 

entire Bible. Why is this so?  

In the first place, Isaiah, like all of the 

prophets, was under certain divine 

restrictions. For instance, it is obvious 

that Isaiah deliberately obscured the full 

meaning in many of his writings. The 

Lord cannot reveal certain details 

concerning the future to many of his 

children without debilitating their free 

agency and thereby destroying the 

learning process of the second estate. 

However, to his righteous servants who 

can endure it, he disseminates this 

knowledge either obscurely or in parable 

form, and then gives them a "key" to 

unlock the full meaning. Jesus 

emphasized that this frustrating 

obscurity is by heavenly design. It is 

intended to give knowledge to those it will 

help, but withhold it from those it will 

hurt. Here is the way he explained it to 

his disciples: "Unto you it is given to know 

the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but 

to others in parables; that seeing they 

might not see, and hearing they might not 

understand." (Luke 8:10) 

This careful discrimination -- giving to 

man only the quantity and quality of 

spiritual food he is capable of digesting -- 

is repeatedly emphasized by Paul.  He 

said:  

"For every one that useth milk is 

unskillful [as yet] in the word of 

righteousness: for he is a babe [in 

the kingdom]. But strong meat 

belongeth to them that are of full 

age, even those who by reason of use 

have their senses exercised to 

discern both good and evil." When 

Paul was writing to the new 

converts in Corinth, he had no 

compunction about telling them 

they were still "babes in Christ," 

capable of receiving nothing but the 

milk of the Gospel. He said: "And I, 

brethren, could not speak unto you 

as unto spiritual [mature Saints], 

but as unto carnal, even as unto 

babes in Christ. I have fed you with 

milk, and not with meat: for 

hitherto ye were not able to bear it,  


