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Dear Parents and Teachers, 

 

Welcome to “Jesus Wants Me for a Sunbeam – A study of the New Testament for Children.”  
You will find this to be a unique and exciting way to teach Jesus’ teachings and His life to 
children.  It is based on what we call “hook dates.”  Hook Dates are ten major dates that 
correlate with the life and times of Jesus and the children will be building their knowledge 
about Him as they learn about those ten major dates. 
 
The hook dates and teachings in this manual are taken from the writings of Reverend Bob Smith 
and the late Rev. Donald N. Sills.  They created a manual for older age groups covering the same 
hook dates, called “The New Testament – a Perspective Study.”  We have used some of their 
materials to create a younger version of that information so that children can learn the 
significance as well as the details of the most important Life ever lived on the face of the earth. 
 
These lessons are based on a three-day a week schedule, and are designed to be approximately 
45 minutes.  As parent or teacher, you will be going through the hook dates three times during 
the school year.  Each time through, a different emphasis will be discussed with each hook date.  
The children will learn Christian doctrine as well as historical facts and stories of the New 
Testament.  For simplicity, the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible is used for this manual. 
 
The children will be learning and memorizing the hook-dates by using the metaphor of a 
Christmas tree.  The tree has ten branches – one for each “hook date.”  The children will be 
decorating their own the tree with ornaments which represent the various key personalities 
and events that belong to that branch – or date.  As they learn about each date and how it 
relates to the life of Jesus, the children will end up with a beautifully decorated tree, with a star 
at the top.  The children will even learn about different gifts from the heart that they can give 
to Jesus and place under their hook date tree. 
 
In addition to learning about Jesus, it is hoped that the children will want to be more like Him 
by becoming His “sunbeam” – shining for Him each day.  “I’ll Be a Sunbeam” is the theme song 
for the entire study, and the children will enjoy singing it often and learning how they can be a 
sunbeam by giving their hearts to Jesus. 
 
We hope you will enjoy teaching from this manual and that love for our Savior will grow in the 
hearts of the children as they come to know Him and serve Him with each lesson. 
 
Thank you for using this manual for your little ones. 
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INTRODUCTORY LESSON 1 

JESUS WANTS ME FOR A SUNBEAM 
 

Purpose of this Lesson:  To introduce the theme for this New Testament manual, and teach the 

song “I’ll Be a Sunbeam,” as well as to learn some of the things the children can do to “shine for 

Him each day.” 

 

Materials needed:  

 Bible 

 Copy of the song “I’ll Be a Sunbeam” for each child (included) 

 Large yellow “sun” for the classroom wall (with a smiling face – abt. 18” in diameter) 

A “ray” or “sunbeam” for each child to color – cardstock 

 Coloring utensils / markers 

 Scissors 

 Paper plate, glue stick, yellow construction paper, and a small picture of Jesus for each  

  child. 

   

Lesson:  Welcome the children to class and the study of “The New Testament.”  Tell them that 

the name of this class is called “Jesus Wants Me for a Sunbeam.”   They will have lots of fun as 

they learn about Jesus and His life.   

 

Hold up a copy of the Bible and explain the difference between the Old Testament and the New 

Testament.  The Old Testament contains words written by prophets who lived on the earth 

before Jesus was born, like Isaiah, Moses, and Samuel for example.  They wrote about Jesus’ 

birth, life, death, and resurrection. 

 

Ask:  What is something that you remember learning from the Old Testament?  (Discuss) 

 

The New Testament contains writings about Jesus’ life and teachings.  These were written by 

people who actually lived on the earth and knew Jesus as their Friend – like Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John.   

 

Ask:  What is something that you remember learning from the New Testament?  (Discuss) 

 

Tell the children that the most important thing they will be learning from the lessons in this 

class is how to become more like Jesus – to do as He did when He was on the earth. 

Ask:  How did Jesus treat people when He was on the earth? (Discuss) 
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One of the greatest things Jesus did was to SERVE and HELP others.  It didn’t matter to Him if 

people were diseased, crippled, sick, or even if they had died.  He gave everyone who came to 

Him His love and He served and helped them.  And of course we know that He even died for us.  

That was the greatest sacrifice of all.  And we will talk about that in our lessons later on.   

 

Explain to the children that when we serve others as Jesus did, we are becoming like Him!  

Jesus is the light of the world, like the sun in the sky.  He is the Son of God (sun and Son).  And 

we can imagine that you – the children that Jesus loves so much – are like His “sunbeams.”  You 

shine for Him whenever you help or serve others! 

 

Music:  Let the children find their copy of the song “I’ll Be a Sunbeam” in their Activity Books, 

and teach or sing all verses.  Discuss especially the meaning of the last verse which mentions 

service.  After the song, ask:  Can you think of ways that you could serve Jesus?  (Discuss) 

 

Tell the class that tomorrow they will be learning more about the New Testament, and you will 

be teaching them a new song that they might not have heard before.  

 

Class Activities:  (Choose one or do all) 

 

1. Let each child color the large “sunbeam” in their activity packets, to be placed around a 

round happy sun on the wall of the classroom.   

 

2.  Make a paper plate sun, covering inside with a round circle of yellow construction paper.  

Glue or staple colored “sunbeams” all around the outside edges.  (The sunbeam pattern is 

included in the activity packets.)   Have the children write their name on the back.  Give them a 

sticker or picture of Jesus to place on the back of the plate near their name.  Tell the children 

that they can take it home to put in their room to remind them to be a sunbeam for Jesus. 

 

3.  SERVICE SUNBEAMS:  Have the children think of someone they want to surprise, and decide 

on an act of kindness or service they could do for that person without him or her knowing 

about it.  If they wish they can write down the person’s name and the service they want to do.  

Sometime during the next lessons, you may want to have the children share what happened.  

(Ideas:  Do the dishes without asking, clean sister’s room, put a candy bar or treat under 

someone’s pillow, make a special dessert for everyone, dust and/or vacuum the living room, 

take care of the baby so Mom can take a nap, etc.)  ALTERNATE ACTIVITY:  They can put another 

“sunbeam” on their paper plate every time they do a service for someone. 
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SUNBEAMS FOR THE CLASSROOM 

 

On card stock, copy this suggested “sunbeam” for each child, have them color it red, yellow or 

orange, write their name on it and cut it out.  Then place each sunbeam around a large yellow 

“sun” (with a smiley face) made from poster paper and mount on the wall of the classroom.  

Above the sun you could place a sign that says “Jesus Wants Me for a Sunbeam.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This smaller sunbeam 

pattern can be used 

for the paper plate 

activity. 
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INTRODUCTORY LESSON 2 

WHAT IS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT? 
 

Purpose of This Lesson:  To help the students become familiar with and memorize the Books in 

the New Testament. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 Bible 

 Copy of the song “Books of the New Testament” (included) 

Copy of word search for each student (in Activity Books) 

Optional:  Word Strips with the names of each Book of the New Testament 

 

Review:  Review with the students the Lesson from yesterday.  Did they do a secret service 

project for someone?  Let the children share their experience if they wish. 

 

Lesson:  Explain that today you will be teaching them about the books in the New Testament.  

There are 27 of them!  Each one is special and unique, and each one has a special message for 

each of us to learn about Jesus and His teachings. 

 

Ask:  Do you know the first four books?  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.   Today you will be 

learning a song that will help you memorize all 27 books in the New Testament. 

 

Have the children open their Bible to the beginning page which shows the list of the Books in 

the Bible. Read together the list of the Books in the New Testament.  Have the students repeat 

the name and clarify the pronunciation of each Book.  Compliment the children on their abilities 

to pronounce such big words.  Their parents and friends will be very impressed! 

 

Have them turn to the song in their workbooks.  Hum the tune a few times if the children are 

not familiar with the tune of “The Ants Go Marching.”  Then sing it together. 

  

You may wish to arrange to have the children perform “The Books of the New Testament” as 

well as “Jesus Wants Me for a Sunbeam” at a future Parent Night meeting or for a group. 

 

After the children have learned the song, explain briefly what each of the books is about: 

 

 1.  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John give an account of Jesus’ birth, life, teachings, 

death, and resurrection. 

 


