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Dear parents and instructors,

Thank you for purchasing “I Love America, Volume 2!” We hope this will
be a good addition to your American history collection as you teach your
students and families about our valued American heritage.

This volume presents lessons you can use for teaching American history and
the themes correlate with significant dates in our history.

There are several lessons presented in each chapter. The lessons have a
story book for the students to color and cut out, songs to learn and sing,
poems to read and write, and games to play that you can use as part of their
learning activities.

You may also find interest in our newest book, a historical novel called
“Daniel Dawsen - Son of Liberty,” which enhances the events of the
Revolutionary War in story form. Also available is a coloring book of
illustrations to go along with the Daniel Dawsen story.

At the end of this volume is a list of references used for the information in
the lessons. Documentation of these lesson materials was taken from that
list.

Thank you again for your interest in the “I Love America” series. It is
hoped that this information and the activities will instill in the minds and
hearts of our young people the importance of freedom and a love for their
country.



With Spirit

SING A SONG OF U.S.A.

Words and Music by
Kristeen Polhamus 1984
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Chapter |
The Star-Spangled
Banner

Emphasis: The Star-Spangled Banner

Purpose: To encourage patriotism for America by
studying the War of 1812 and Francis
Scott Key’s writing of the National
Anthem.

Major Date: September 13-14, 1814 — Battle of Fort



McHenry

The New Patriotism
By
Edgar A. Guest
(courtesy of The American Boy, as quoted in
“Famous Stories and Verse,” page 318)

It isn’t enough on the Fourth of July
To send up a rocket to break in the sky;
It isn’t enough, as we’ve all come to know,
To hang out Old Glory and make a big show.
To stand up and cheer
For the flag once a year
Is all very well in its limited way.
But what we must do
For the Red, White and Blue
Is love it and honor it day after day.

It isn’t enough on the Fourth of July
To take off your hat as the Flag’s passing by,
Or stand when “The Star-Spangled Banner” is played
And cheer as the soldiers go past in parade.
It is all very well
Your devotion to tell
On the Fourth of July by a brilliant display,
But the flag that you love
As it ripples above
Needs something of service from you every day.

The test of your love’s not the Fourth of July
Or the cost of the rockets you send to the sky;
It isn’t the way you get once a year
Or the flags you display or the speeches you cheer.
Though you may be correct
In the outward respect
Which on certain occasions you publicly pay,
The proof of your love
For Old Glory above
Is the service you give to her, day after day.

Time was that the Flag asked but little from us,
Men could satisfied be with their holiday fuss;
But the Motherland now needs our strength and our prayer
We must love and protect her and give her our care.
For all we hold dear
Every day in the year,
We must guard against all who would bring her to shame.
We must teach men the worth
Of the best land on earth,
We must live for her glory and work for her fame.
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This chapter is divided into three parts:

LESSON 1—“How We Got Our National Anthem”: The story of the War of 1812
as presented in a fictitious story about Grandpa’s Time Machine: “How We Got
the Star-Spangled Banner.” The meaning of the National Anthem is discussed, and
class members are encouraged to memorize the first and last verses.

LESSON 2—“Writing a Poem”: In connection with Francis Scott Key’s beautiful
poem, students have the opportunity to write a class poem, and are taught how to
use meter and rhyme.

LESSON 3—“Flag Review”: Flag rules and etiquette are reviewed, with suggested
activities and assignments.




PREPARATION

SUGGESTED
PRESENTATION

STORY

ACTIVITY

LESSON |
How We Got Our National Anthem

Materials Needed:

O Pictures of the Battle of Fort McHenry and Fort McHenry today

O Copy of the story book “How we Got the Star Spangled Banner” (one picture
may be given to each student, or each student could have their own copy)

O Copy of the words to the National Anthem for each student

O Map of Maryland showing Chesapeake Bay

O CD - “I Love America Songs”

Display the painting of the Battle of Fort McHenry. Tell the students that only a
few years after the Revolutionary War (which ended in 1783), the British began to
fight America again. This is a painting of a battle that became very famous. The
battle was fought in 1812. It became so famous, in fact, that we sing about it at
nearly every major sports event! Can you guess the song?

Explain that James Madison was president of the United States at this time, and
that he was the Founding Father who took notes at the Constitutional Convention
in 1787. Tell them that they will learn how President Madison would play a large
part in that battle of 1812.

Give each student a copy of the picture story and have them listen carefully so they
can fill in the blanks and color the pictures as you read “How We Got the Star-
Spangled Banner - Our National Anthem.” (Optional: Give one page of the story
to each student and have him/her read their page in turn.)

After reading the story, give each student a copy of the words to the Star-Spangled
Banner. Tell them that even though Francis Scott Key wrote four full verses to this
anthem, you will be teaching them only the first and last verses. This is because
they are the most familiar and easiest to understand.

Discuss the meaning of first verse, as suggested below, and invite the class members
to offer their ideas on the meanings of the verse.

« Oh, say can you see by the dawn'’s early light
«  What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? (Last evening, just as the sun was going down, we were so
proud and happy to see the American Flag flying above Fort McHenry. Now the night is
over, and the sun is coming up. Can you see if our beloved flag is still there?)

«  Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,



MUSIC

ACTIVITY

« O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? (We watched for the stars and stripes of the flag during the
terrible battle — high above the walls of Fort McHenry, waving bravely in the night.)

« And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
« Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? (Every time the red glare of the canon balls lit the sky, we
could see the flag, and we knew it was still there. This proved that we had not yet lost the
fight!)

« Oh, say does that Star-Spangled Banner yet wave,
« O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? (Does the American flag still wave proudly over the land of
freedom, and is America still the home of a brave people?)

Play the CD of the National Anthem, and have the students stand with their hands
on their hearts as they sing the FIRST verse while looking at the flag.

Have the students refer to the last verse of the National Anthem and ask them to
help with the interpretation as they did with the first verse.

o Oh, thus be it ever when Freemen shall stand
« Between their loved homes and the war’s desolation!

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? (All who love freedom may always need to stand and defend

their homes against the dangers and destruction of war.)

« Blest with victory and peace, may the heaven-rescued land
« Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation!

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? (At last, when there is peace, and the wars have been won,

let Americans remember to give thanks to their Creator for keeping America free.)

« Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
« And this be our motto: “In God is Our trust.”

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? (Americans must be ready to fight again for freedom if

necessary and the strength to win will come from our motto: “In God We Trust.”)

« And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave
« O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.



MUSIC

ACTIVITIES

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? (If we remember this, the Star-Spangled Banner — our flag —

will wave in victory and triumph over America forever!)

Express your feelings about being an American and the freedoms you personally
enjoy by living in the “Land of the Free.”

Play the CD of the National Anthem, and have the students stand with their hands
over their hearts as they sing the FOURTH verse while looking at the flag.

1. As a class, memorize both verses of the National Anthem. You may wish to
arrange for the students to sing it to a group or for family members for
Constitution Day ~ September 17", Students may also wish to choose parts and
read the picture story included in this lesson, and present it in a short play.

2. Students can create an “I Love America” folder, or three-ring binder for keeping
their artwork, coloring pages, and activities. They could create a patriotic cover for
their folder or binder. Sheet protectors would be excellent for keeping their stories
and drawings from tearing out or getting wrinkled.

NOTES




Fort McHenry, Baltimore Maryland today



A PICTURE STORY ABOUT:
“HOW WE GOT THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER”

PICTURE #1:

Ken knocked on the door of his Grandfather’s home. He turned to his two friends Heather and

')7

Tom and said, “You just wait and see! Grandpa knows everything!

From inside, they heard someone say, “Come in!” Ken opened the door and called, “It’s just me,
Grandpa! Your grandson, Ken!” They all entered the house and waited by the door.

“Well, I'll be!” cried the elderly man as he walked over to greet them. “I haven’t seen you for quite
a spell, Ken.” He gave Ken a warm hug. “And who are these young folks here?”

“This is Heather and Tom, Grandpa. Meet my Grandpa, you guys. I told you he was awesome!”
The kindly old man chuckled as they shook hands.

“Come on in and sit down,” he said. Ken and his friends followed his grandfather into a small
living room.

“What can I do for you young folks today?” he asked, motioning for them to have a seat.



