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Dear Parents, Teachers, and Students, 

 

Welcome to Volume 2 of "Understanding the Middle East and European History."  This volume 
continues the study of the ten hook-dates in Volume 1, but different personalities and events 
have been attached to the dates to continue your life-time discovery of exciting history 
centered around the Middle East and Europe. We have included over 160 pages of valuable 
information to help you in your continued research. 

 
You will notice that this book is formatted somewhat differently than Volume 1.  In previous 
history volumes, the Additional Personalities  and Projects page introduces the hook date. In this 
volume, it is placed in the back so that you can have access to the information first, then do the 
suggested projects and research after you have studied the material 

 
In addition, we have provided a summary page at the beginning of each hook date to help you 
review the historical events and people from Volume 1.   Since you are already familiar with the 
hook-date system of learning, you will now be able to add knowledge to the foundation you 
already have. 

 
Always remember that "history is God's dealings with mankind, and mankind's dealings with 
each other."  This concept makes history important and sacred.  When you begin to learn 
history with this understanding, you will recognize that many Biblical prophecies are actually 
being fulfilled in your lifetime.  You will see how important you are in God's plan during this 
pre-Millennia! era! 

 
As a review, the following page lists the six steps for using this guidebook in the classroom or as 
a family. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How to Use This Guidebook 
 
Step One:  Color the inside cover picture.  Colored pencils are best.  Write your name on this 
page. 
 
Step Two:  Turn to the page where the ten "hook dates" are listed and memorize them.  These 
can be rehearsed aloud as a class, or memorized on your own.  You should know them so well 
that you can recite them forwards and backwards.  Review them every day until you can recite 
the dates without a mistake. 
 
Step Three:  The next page shows the key personalities associated with each hook date.  Adding 
a key personality to the hook date activates both hemispheres of the mind, as left-brain facts 
are attached to the names of the prophets of the past.  With this connection, the date will then 
begin to have meaning to you. Memorize the key personalities, and rehearse them aloud along 
with the hook-dates. 
 
Step Four:  The next page adds the key event to each hook date and key personality.   When 
these are thoroughly memorized, you will have a good overview of the entire period of Middle 
East and European history. 
 
Step Five:  Now you are ready to begin attaching a larger amount of information to each hook 
date.  Study each of the ten hook date sections, spending approximately one week on each 
date. 
 
Step Six: Review often and constantly be on alert for additional information that you can 
include about a particular subject you are studying.  Before long, you will notice that your 
knowledge on one date will begin to overlap the time period of another date, and your 
intelligence  and depth of understanding of Middle East and European history will be enlarged 
until you can actually teach it! 
 

 

SUMMARY OF THE SIX STEPS 

 
1.  Color the inside cover picture. 

2.  Memorize the ten hook dates. 

3.  Memorize the key personalities. 

4.  Memorize the key events. 

5.  Learn and study the detailed information about each hook date. 

6.  Review often and add new information about Middle East and European History events and 
 people. 
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The Ten Middle East 
Hook Dates 

And Key Personalities 
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A.D. 133  Emperor Constantine  
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A.D.1492 Martin Luther  
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A.D. 1917  Vladimir Lenin  

A.D.1948  Winston Churchill  

A.D. 1967  Yasser Arafat 

A.D.1991  Michail Gorbachev 
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A.D. 33  Eleazer Ben Jair  Remembering Masada 

A.D. 133  Emperor Constantine  Spread of Christianity 

A.D. 600  Charlemagne   Roman Catholic Church 
      Rules Europe 

A.D. 1200  Sultan  Saladin   Muslims Make Peace Treaties 

A.D.1492 Martin Luther    Diverse Religions Split 

      Europe 

A.D.1841  Theodore Herzl   The Jews Seek a Home 

A.D. 1917  Vladimir Lenin   Russian Czars Supplanted 

A.D.1948  Winston Churchill   Europe Torn by World War II 

A.D. 1967  Yasser  Arafat   Rise of the PLO in Israel 

A.D.1991  Michail Gorbachev  End of the Cold War 
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A.D. 33 
Eleazer Ben Jair 

Remembering the Masada 
 
 

Objectives of this Hook-Date 
 

 

(1) To help the students further understand the destruction of Judah by the Romans which occurred 
 shortly after the life of Jesus Christ. 

(2) To show the destruction of Judah in context of Biblical Prophecy.  

(3) To introduce the students to the famous historian Josephus, and 

(4) To show the futile attempt of the Romans to conquer 1,000 Jews at the Masada Fortress. 

 

Connecting 

Middle East, Volume 1 with 

Middle East, Volume 2 
 

In Volume 1, you will recall that A.D. 33 (Jesus Christ-The Fall of Jerusalem) covered the life of 
Jesus, showing how the events of His life were interwoven with the history of the Jewish people. 

 
We discussed the rise of Rome, the life of Herod, events that led to the destruction of Jerusalem, 

and the actual destruction of that great city as it was prophesied by Jesus.  The concluding 
paragraph of A.D. 33 in Volume 1 refers to the famous story of the Masada 

 
Volume 2 includes the Roman destruction of the people and land of Judah, and covers the  

details of that tragic story of the Masada, where almost 1,000 dedicated Jews  
held the Roman legions at bay for almost three years. 
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A. D. 33 
Eleazer Ben Jair 

Remembering the Masada 
 
 
Overview:  We have included three subjects 
and 4 articles to be covered while studying 
hook date 33.  It is hoped that this 
information will assist students to 
understand the impact of the Biblical 
prophecies dealing with the destruction of 
Judah. 

 
The first article, "History of Judah--from 
Daniel to Christ," begins with the 
prophecies given to Daniel in about 600 B. 
C. while he was interpreting the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and includes the 
prophecies of the coming of the Messiah. 
The Jewish scholars at the time of Christ 
were aware of Daniel's dream, and that 
Rome represented the iron legs that would 
be in power prior to the establishment of 
the 12 kingdoms and the eventual setting 
up of the kingdom of God that would never 
be destroyed. Much of their opposition to 
Rome was, in their mind, a duty they had to 
help throw off Roman rule and get ready for 
the coming of God's Kingdom. This first 
article will also tie in the Old Testament 
Hook Dates with the Middle East. Students 
should be careful to see that they fully 
understand each facet of this particular 
period of Jewish history. Therefore, it may 
require two days of study. 

 
The second article, "Who is Josephus?" is 
designed to introduce to the students the 
famous Jewish historian who preserved the 
early writings of the Jews. Throughout their 
studies in various religious classes, students 
will often hear of Josephus, and this article 

will give them a familiarity with this man, 
and how he was able to acquire the records 
of early Jewish History. His story can be 
summarized in about 10 minutes. 
 
The concluding two articles tell about the 
Masada. The first one tells about the site 
itself, and the second tells about the people 
who fled there to try to escape the ravishes 
of Rome. Students should be careful as they 
study how the people on Masada took their 
own lives, that the students do not 
interpret these events by condoning  
suicide, nor should they justify what these 
people did. The main reasons in studying 
the story of Masada is to show how feared 
Rome was, how determined the Jews were 
to resist Rome's dictatorial rule over them, 
and how these few freedom-fighters were 
able to frustrate the great Roman army--
and in fact, Rome itself. 
 
The story of Masada also shows why some 
modem Israelites take their military oaths 
on the Masada to remind themselves why 
they must have their own homeland under 
their own government. For many Jews the 
Masada is what the Alamo represents to 
many Americans. 
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efore we begin the in-depth study of 
the first Middle East Hook Date--33 

A.D., the Masada--it is important to 
understand the monumental events that 
led up to this incredible story. A review of 
parts of the guidebooks entitled 
Understanding the Old Testament and 
World History, Volume I, and Understanding 
Middle East and European History, Volume 
I, will be helpful. 
 
It will be remembered from the study of 
Hook-Date 600 B.C. in the Old Testament, 
that the young prophet Daniel interpreted a 
dream of King Nebuchadnezzar. This dream 
revealed the turbulent future of not only 
Babylon, but of Judah as well. 

 
As you will recall, Nebuchadnezzar was 
troubled by some sort of nightmare which 
he could not remember after he had 
awakened. He called in the astrologers, 
sorcerers, and wise men, but they told him 
they obviously could not interpret the king's 
dream until he told them what it was. He 
challenged them to conjure up the dream 
for him.  When they could not do it, he was 
so enraged that he sentenced them all to 
death. So the scripture says, "And the 
decree went forth that the wise men should 
be slain; and they sought Daniel and his 
fellows to be slain." (Daniel2:13) 
 
When the captain of the guard came to 
arrest the young Jews, Daniel asked him 
what crime was charged against them. 
Apparently he was completely unaware of 
the king's dream, his requests and decrees. 
As soon as Daniel learned the reason for the 
king's wrath he hurried in before 
Nebuchadnezzar and petitioned the king to  

 

 
 

delay the execution until the Lord could be 
asked about it. 
 
It is interesting that Daniel took this action 
exclusively on faith. The scripture says, 
"Then Daniel went to his house, and made 
the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah, his companions." (Daniel 2:17)  All 
four of them immediately began praying to 
the Lord in the greatest anxiety hoping He 
would hear their plea. In due time Daniel 
had the thrilling experience of being shown 
both the king's dream and also its meaning. 
The Bible student cannot read Daniel's 
psalm of animated praise and thanksgiving 
which followed without sensing the 
profound depth of relief and the exalted 
jubilation which was produced by this 
marvelous revelation.  (See Daniel2:20-23.) 

 
Once he had the information, Daniel 
hurried to the captain of the guard and said: 
 
“Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: 
bring me in before the king, and I will show 
unto the king the interpretation!" (Daniel 
2:24) 

 

Daniel Reveals the Highlights of the 
Future History of the World 
 
As he was brought before the king, Daniel's 

opening speech is a classic expression of 

humble self-confidence, well worth 

repeating. Said he, "The secret which the 

king hath demanded cannot the wise men, 

the astrologers, the magicians, the 

soothsayers, show unto the king; but there 

is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, a 

B 
A Brief History of Judah-From Daniel to Christ 


