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Dear Parents and Teachers... 

 
Welcome to Volume 2 of the Kimber Curriculum study course entitled, AGod=s Hand 

in the Building of America.@  This is the second year of your American History studies.  You 

and your family or class will have the opportunity to study the identical hook dates that 

were presented in Volume 1, with different key personalities and key events. 

 

You will want to keep in mind that the hook dates in Volume 1 were accurate when 

referring to the key personality and key event.  In volume 2, the personalities and events 

fill in the history BETWEEN the hook dates.  Thus, while the dates remain the same, the 

information is changed as history moves along towards the next date.  

 

As with the previous volume, Volume 2 of AGod=s Hand in the Building of America@  
represents ten weeks of instruction and is designed to be studied every other year.   

 

You will also notice that a summary page is provided at the beginning of each hook 

date. The summary page connects Volume 1 with Volume 2 in a brief overview to help you 

recall what happened on that hook-date in the previous volume.   

 

Each of the three days of school, the parent or instructor can read one of the articles 

or stories aloud, or the students can read them individually to themselves, or the 

information can be presented in story form.  It will be important to have a family or class 

discussion on these events, especially as they pertain to current events. 

 

You will want to remind the students to practice recalling the previous day=s lesson 

material.  Younger children can draw a picture and older students can write down or tell as 

many one-word facts as they can remember.  This will help keep their minds sharp and also 

serve as a reminder of the over-all picture of “God’s Hand in the Building of America.” 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

The authors 
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Review:  Steps for Studying Hook Dates of 

The Building of America, Volume 2 
 

For your review, here is a summary of the steps for studying the American History 

hook-dates, with their new personalities and events: 

 

Step One B You may wish to color the inside cover picture. (In a home setting, 

making copies for your immediate family members is permissible.) 

 

Step Two B Review the ten basic hook dates. 

 

Step Three B Memorize the new key personality attached to each date. 

 

Step Four B Memorize the new key event. 

 

Step Five B After reviewing the Summary Page, do the recall exercise.  

 

Step Six B Study each hook date by reading (or telling) the information includedBone 

story per day.  Each hook date usually has three historical events to study. 

 

Step Seven – Choose two or three vocabulary words suggested and do extra research 

.  Also do one or more of the suggested Learning exercises to enhance the 

hook- date material. 

 

We hope that with this guidebook, you and your family or class will enjoy learning 

the amazing history surrounding the events of America=s discovery and establishment.  

 

If you have access to the Internet, an incredible amount of historical background can 

be studied.  However, it should be remembered that much current information has negative 

connotations towards our Founding Fathers and our religious foundation.  It will be 

important to always encourage your young people about America=s religious roots, its God-

centered foundation, and its grand and final destiny.  
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Developing Skills in Capturing Knowledge 
From the guide book “The Roots of America” by W. Cleon Skousen 

 

  

This course is designed for students who would like to be teachers of 

the great American success story. 

 

 However, it is important to appreciate that the greatest enemy of 

learning is “brain drain”. 

 

 What would you guess is one of the most significant differences 

between a freshman in college and a graduating senior? It is the ability to 
take notes. 

 

 A freshman usually thinks he has to write down everything. As a 

result, he often gets confused and misses the main points. All the brain 

needs is a little reminder to help it remember. Every great scholar has 

trained himself to capture knowledge by being a good note-taker. 

 

 Without good note-taking the recall capacity of the average person is 

around 2% to 0%. 

 

 With good note-taking the recall capacity of the average person can be 

as high as 70%. 

 

 The student who knows how to take good notes has learned to write 
fast and has learned to abbreviate. 

 

 This course is a study of history, economics, and political philosophy. In 

one sense it is like a study of music. You not only have to be able to read the 

notes, but you have to get the feeling which the notes are trying to convey. 

Your hand-written notes should do the same thing. Without a feeling for 

history and its related disciplines, there is no real appreciation of what 

really happened. 

 

* * * 
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The Ten 

American History 

Hook Dates 

 
 

1215 
 

1492 
 

1607 
 

1776 
 

1787 
 

1830 
 

1913 
 

1945 
 

1957 
 

1991 
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Year Two 
 American History Hook Dates with 

Key Personalities 
 
 

 

1215 John Wycliffe 
 
1492 John Cabot 
 
1607 Roger Williams 
 
1776 John Adams 
 
1787 James Madison 
 
1830 Abraham Lincoln 
 
1913 John D. Rockefeller 
 
1945 Harry S. Truman 
 
1957 John F. Kennedy 
 
1991 Ronald Reagan 
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Year Two 
American History Hook Dates, 
Personalities and Key Events 

 
 
 
 

1215 John Wycliffe   Bible Translated into English 
 
1492 John Cabot   Discovery of Canada 
 
1607 Roger Williams  American Colonies Expand 
 
1776 John Adams   Profiling the Founders 
 
1787 James Madison   The Bill of Rights 
 
1830 Abraham Lincoln  America is Divided 
 
1913 John D. Rockefeller  New Foundations 
 
1945 Harry S. Truman  Birth of the United Nations 
 
1957 John F. Kennedy  Challenges of the Cold War 
 
1991 Ronald Reagan   Winning the Cold War 
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A.D. 1215 

John Wycliffe 

Bible Translated into English 

 
Daily Lesson Time:  

Approximately 45 minutes 

 
Over-all Objective for this Hook-Date:  

 

To help students understand the events of Europe=s reformation during 

the 1200s, and the impact of John Wycliffe=s ideas and philosophies in 

expanding the spiritual horizons of the entire continent, finally leading 

to the translation of the Bible. 

 

 

Connecting  

Building of America, Volume 1 with  

Building of America, Volume 2 

 

You will recall that in Volume 1 .A.D. 1215 (King JohnBThe Magna 

Charta), we briefly discussed a history of Great Britain during the 

Middle Ages.  You were able to read what the Magna Charta was all 

about and how King John was forced to sign it by the Nobles and 

Barons.  The Magna Charta obligated the king to respect the rights of all 

Afreemen.@  This document opened the door to many other freedoms of 

the reformation. 

 

In Volume 2, we discuss the ReformationBwhich some have called the 

Areligious revolt@ of the 1600s.  It all began back in the 1200s with, not 

only King John, but the philosophies of such men as John Wycliffe 

leading the way. The material in this hook-date moves from 1200 to 

nearly 1500, concluding with a summary of the life of William C. 

Tyndale, who translated the Bible into English in 1526.   

It was a time of rejoicing in England and Europe, as printed copies of the 

Bible were finally made available to the common people. 

 

Extensive information about the Bible itself is also included.  All this 

had great impact on the setting up of religious freedom in America. 
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Summary of the Life of John Wycliffe 

 (About 1330 - 1384) 

 
The "morning star of the Reformation" 

was John Wycliffe, English priest and 

reformer of the late Middle Ages. His 

teachings had a great effect on Jan Hus 

and, through Hus, on Martin Luther.  

Wycliffe was born about 1330 in 

Yorkshire, England.  Little is known of 

Wycliffe=s life before 1356, when he was 

on the faculty of Merton College at Oxford 

University.  Except for brief absences, he 

was connected with Oxford until he 

retired about 1382.  At Oxford, he became 

famous as a professor of philosophy. 

 

Wycliffe felt driven to become a reformer 

because of conditions in Europe during his 

time.  A form of bubonic plague called the 

black death killed about a fourth of 

Europe=s population during the 1300s.  

The Hundred Years= War between 

England and France began in 1337.  

Throughout the 1300s, violent struggles 

for power occurred between the popes and 

clergy on one side, and the kings and their 

nobles on the other.  Both sides seemed 

corrupt and dominated by self-interest, 

and neither apparently cared about the 

common people. 

 

The conditions in Europe raised many 

questions in people=s minds.  Was the 

pope lord over kings?  Could a civil 

government punish a wicked bishop or 

priest?  Could a civil government tax the 

church, or could the church demand that 

the government support it?  Did church 

rulers or civil rulers have the right to 

make laws merely because they wished to, 

or did their laws have to be fair? 

 

Wycliffe dealt with these issues in his 

lectures and books.  His most important 

political idea was summarized in the 

statement, ADominion is founded in 

grace.@  He meant that unjust rulers could 

not claim that people must obey them 

because obedience was God=s will.  After 

Wycliffe applied this idea to the popes and 

bishops, he was brought to trial several 

times in church courts.  Each time, the 

English royal family saved him from 

condemnation. 

 

By about 1371, Wycliffe had become a 

writer for the royal family and its 

supporters against the bishops and their 

followers.  He evidently felt that there 

was more hope of reform from the royal 

family.  Wycliffe tried to show that the 

claim to authority by popes and bishops 

was founded on false ideas of the 

superiority of priests over lay people.  He 

denied the doctrine of transubstantiation, 

which he regarded as the basis of the 

clergy=s claim to superiority.  According to 

this doctrine, priests changed bread and 

wine into the body and blood of Jesus 

Christ during the Mass.  In Wycliffe=s 

later writings, he declared that the Bible, 

not the church, was the authority for 

Christian beliefs. 

 

Wycliffe’s followers, with his help and 

inspiration, translated the Bible into 

English about 1382.  They completed an 

improved version about 1388, after his 

death.  Wycliffe=s followers, called 

Lollards, were severely persecuted in 

England.  The upper classes felt that 

Wycliffe=s ideas encouraged the poor to 

demand better lives. 

 

Wycliffe=s writings influenced a number of 

reformers, including John Huss of Bohemia.  

Many early English Protestants regarded 

the teachings of Wycliffe as forerunners of 

those of the Reformation, such as William 

C. Tyndale and Martin Luther.  They 

considered him the first great English 

reformer.  (World Book Encyclopedia, 1979, 
Volume 21, pp. 426-7) 

 


