
Outline for Teaching 
I Love America History Lessons 

 
Theme: ALight of the World@ (1900s) 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
These history lessons for young people begin the first week in October.  The 

September lessons are a review of some of the basics of the 1700s and 1800s.  Students 
will have the orientation and testing completed by October, and will then be prepared 
to study the amazing years of the 1900s. 
 

The following pages outline the historical events which occurred during the ten 
decades of the 1900s.  Each decade is studied for three weeks: 

 
One week on World History 
One week on American History 
One week on History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

 
In the outline, you will notice that there are many subjects to discuss. Of course it 

is not possible to cover all the historical events in one week.  Usually only one of the 
topics can be covered in detail each day.  Articles and information are included for the 
topics, shown in bold.   

 
Most of the material only needs to be mentioned as a reference to what is 

happening in the world, the nation, or in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
(optional).  Other information will take in-depth study for re-telling in an exciting way.  
Hands-on projects and other teaching ideas are also suggested.   

 
Depending on available time, parents and instructors are free to choose any other 

topics in the outline that will be most interesting to their individual students.   
 

Each lesson should take about 45 minutes.   Resource books include AThe Fulness 
of Times@ by Drew S. Goodman, AOur Heritage@ (a history of the LDS Church up to Ezra 
Taft Benson), and also the scriptures as they relate to prophecy. 

 
 



Hundreds of documentary audios and videos have been produced about the 
1900s.  Parents will note that some of the documentation may be biased or humanistic, 
and will need to discern the best use of some documentaries for the various lessons.  
 

It is very important to point out to the students how prophecies are being fulfilled 
during the 1900s.  As the time-line got closer and closer to the year 2000, exciting 
events made it obvious that the Second Coming was nearing, as opposition became 
oppressive and the LDS Church began to expand -- practically exploding its light into a 
dark and loathsome worldBas you will see.  Parents and instructors will want to make 
sure that the darkness of the world does not discourage their students or families, but 
that they stay optimistic as they build a strong relationship with God and Jesus Christ. 
 

History will come alive for your students as you tell the exciting stories of the past 
while they ponder their bright destinies of the future. 
 
 
 

The Decades in Detail 
 

1900 - 1910 

 

 
WEEK 1 
WORLD HISTORY 

1.  1901--History of artist Pablo Picasso; he abandons his incredible talent. 
2.  1901--History of the Red Cross; first Nobel Prize given to founder Jean-Henri Dunant. 
3.  1907--The Boy Scout program is organized by Sir Robert Baden-Powell in England; is 

     incorporated in America on February 6, 1910 by William D. Boyce.  
4.  1910BHalley=s Comet returns to view on May 20.  (It has a 76-year cycle.) 
5.  1910BThe Mexican Revolution begins, led by outlaws such as Pancho Villa (November) 

 
WEEK 2 
AMERICAN HISTORY 

1.  1901--Pres. William McKinley is assassinated; Vice President Theodore Roosevelt takes 
   his place B becoming the 26th President of the United States. 

2.  1901BWalt Disney is born. 
3.  1902BCongress creates the Bureau of the Census. 
4.  1903BFord Motor Company is organized in Detroit, Michigan. 
5.  1903BFirst flight by Orville and Wilbur Write at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 
6.  1904BFirst Olympic Games of the U.S. opens in St. Louis, Missouri. 
7.  1904BHelen Keller graduates with honors from Radcliffe College (September 1). 
8.  1907BOklahoma is admitted to the Union as the 46th state. 



9.  1909BU.S. Navy Commander Robert E. Peary becomes first man to plant the American flag 
    at the North Pole.    

10.  1910--New census shows the population of the United States: 92,228,496 people. 
 
WEEK 3 
CHURCH HISTORY 

1.  1901BJoseph F. Smith becomes President of the Church after the death of Lorenzo Snow. 
2.  1902BFirst issue of the AChildren=s Friend@ is published in January B 2,000 copies send out. 
3.  1903BIn October, Brigham Young Academy is officially named Brigham Young University. 
4.  1907BThe Prophet announces in January that the Church is now completely out of debt. 
5.  1908BThe Church closes the Bishops= Tithing Storehouses because most members are now 

    paying their tithing with cash instead of goods. 
6.  1910BChurch membership: 377,279 members in 684 wards and branches, and 60 stakes. 
7.  1910BGordon B. Hinckley is born in Salt Lake City (June 23). 

 
1911 - 1920 

 
WEEK 1 
WORLD HISTORY 

1.  1911BMany European countries prepare for war with Germany; airplanes, submarines, and 
    weapons of war are invented and developed. 

2.  1911BMadame Curie receives Nobel Prize for her discovery of radiation (her 2nd honor). 
3.  1912BThe Chinese Imperial government (dictatorship) is replaced by a republic. 
4.  1912BThe Titanic sinks; 1,595 people drown. 
5.  1914-1918BThe World Goes to War (World War 1) 
6.  1919BAfter the war, Communism is established in Russia (Lenin) and Italy (Mussolini). 
 

WEEK 2 
AMERICAN HISTORY  

1.  1911BThe U.S. Supreme Court rules that monopolies are illegal, only if they do not allow 
    free trade. 

2.  1911BThe Indianapolis 500 race is held for the first time (May 30). 
3.  1912BNew Mexico is admitted to the Union as the 47th state (January 6). 
4.  1912BArizona is admitted to the Union as the 48th state (February 14). 
5.  1912BWoodrow Wilson becomes 28th President of the United States. 
6.  1913BThe nation ratifies the 16th Amendment to the Constitution BIncome Tax. 
7.  1913BThe nation ratifies the 17th Amendment to the Constitution and votes for senators    

     instead of having them appointed by the state legislatures.  (States thus lose their 
    protection from Federal invasion—balance of powers are broken.) 

8.  1913BThe Federal Reserve System is established. 
9.  1914BThe Panama Canal opens to world trade. 
10.  1917BBuffalo Bill Cody dies, and the Western Cowboy era of the U.S. fades. 
11.  1918BDaylight-saving plan is enacted to help the US conserve fuel. (April 1) 
12.  1919BThe nation ratifies the 18th AmendmentBoutlawing alcoholic beverages. 
13.  1920BCensus declares U.S. population to be 106,021,537. 



 
WEEK 3 
CHURCH HISTORY 

1.  1911BThe Church adopts the Boy Scout program and organizes the MIA Scouts (Mutual 
    Improvement Association Scouts). 

2.  1912BLDS colonies in Mexico evacuate members because of the Mexican Revolution.  
3.  1912BThe first seminary of the Church is organized at Granite Stake High School (Sept.) 
4.  1913BPresident Joseph F. Smith dedicates the site for the Alberta, Canada Temple. 
5.  1913BPresident Joseph F. Smith dedicates the site for the Laie Hawaii Temple. 
5.  1915BThe first issue of the monthly Relief Society Magazine is published in January. 
6.  1915BFamily Home Evenings are instituted and encouraged by the First Presidency. 
7.  1917BSimon Bamberger becomes the first non-Mormon governor of Utah. 
8.  1918BPresident Smith receives a vision that is now Doctrine & Covenants Section 138. 
9.  1918BPresident Smith passes away, and Heber J. Grant is sustained as prophet. 
10.  1919BApril conference is postponed until June because of the outbreak of influenza. 
11.  1920BPresident Grant selects a temple site in Mesa, Arizona. 


